OCTOBER 1710            Journal to Stella
kind should persuade me, unconsidering puppies! There's
a young fellow here in town we are all fond of, and about
a year or two come from the university, one Harrison,13 a
little pretty fellow, with a great deal of wit, good sense,
and good nature; has written some mighty pretty things;
that in your 6th Miscellanea^ about the Sprig of an Orange,1*
is his: he has nothing to live on but being governor to one
of the duke of Queensbury's sons *s for forty pounds a
year. The fine fellows are always inviting him to the
tavern, and make him pay his club. Henley16 is a great
13 William Harrison, 1685-1713, was educated at Winchester and New
College, Oxford. In 1706 he became a fellow of New College. His talents
were not remarkable, but he won the regard of Addison, of Swift, and of
other men of letters. St. John, through the influence of Swift, gave him, in
May 1711, the appointment of secretary to Lord Raby, Ambassador Extra-
ordinary to The Hague (Bolingbroke, Letters, 1798, i. 77,90,94,95). He
returned to England with the Barrier Treaty in January 1713. His salary
had not been paid him, and on 14 Feb. he died penniless; p. 620.
Steele discontinued his Tatler with the issue of 2 Jan. 1711. Swift
sponsored a continuation, edited by Harrison, which, however, was not
a success* It ran to fifty-two numbers only, 13 Jan. to 19 May 1711 (post,
p. 163 n.33). Four of Harrison's poems appeared in Steele's Poetical Miscel-
lanies, 1714, pp. 244-50. They were reprinted in Nichols's Select Collec-
tion, 1780, with the addition of the piece referred to by Swift, iv. 180-5.
For another attribution, first printed in No. 2 of the original Tatler, see
Nichols's Collection., vii. 234. His best poem, 'Woodstock Park', was
included in Dodsley's Collection, v. 188-201. See Wentworth Papers,
pp. 188, 191, 319, 320, 324; Aitken's Steele, i. 300; Corresp. i, 355.
** First printed in Tonson's Poetical Miscellanies: The Sixth Part,
1709, p. 629.
*s James Douglas, second Duke of Queensberry and first Duke of
Dover, 1662-1711, who had been largely instrumental in promoting the
treaty of union between England and Scotland. In 1708 he was appointed
Joint Keeper of the Privy Seal, and third Secretary of State in 1709.
Harrison would be 'governor' to Charles, Marquis of Beverley, the third
son, born in 1698, who succeeded to the dukedom, or to George, the
fourth son, born in 1701. The third Duke, Gay's friend and patron,
married, 10 Mar. 1720, Lady Catherine Hyde, for whom see p. 37 n.13
16 Anthony Henley, Whig M.P. for Andover 1698-1700, and for
Weymouth, 1702-11, enjoyed a reputation as a wit. As far as politics
permitted Swift and Henley were on friendly terms for a few years. Three
letters from Henley to Swift have been preserved (Corresp. i. 112, 115,
54